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Welcome to this month’s newsletter! If you have an activity or something uplifting to share 
please do get in touch:  office@saintpeterschurch.org.uk  We hope you enjoy this month’s 
newsletter.  
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A word from John Itumu

Here is a concluding word about the money subject which has recently been on our lips at St 
Peters’. We know that an unwavering allegiance to our treasure and wallets still remains supreme 
more than two millennia since Jesus’ encounter with the rich young ruler (Mark 10:17fwd). And as
Jesus teaches through this encounter, our heart and our treasure reside in one room. They are 
inextricably tied, under one key and lock. To prove this point among other things, he offers this 
young man the opportunity to demonstrate love for his neighbour (giving his wealth away) and 
love for God (following Jesus). He declines both and walks away. The same door that sets us free 
to follow Christ is the same one that releases treasure to follow suit to serve fellow humans and 
God. Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21) 

And this is the human, even Christian quandary. ‘They are always asking for money’, is an often 
heard comment. There is an entrenched public notion about a perennial and insatiable demand 
(even greed) for money by churches. In the so-called prosperity gospel teaching, basically one is 
commanded to put money in an envelope which (as the pastor decrees) is a guarantee towards a 
rich yield – ten, even a hundred fold. It is also called ‘planting a seed’.

That might of course sound too distant to unadulterated Anglicans. But we too have our own 
issues. I recall once being confronted by an irate man (and church member) who threatened to 
stop attending if a certain demand was not met. It was then categorically pointed out to me that I
would be the loser because ‘you will then not have my money’. I was immediately tempted to 
make a riposte about how much this person gave, but by God’s grace somehow found some calm 
words along the lines ‘sorry I do not need your money, and neither does God. God is only 
interested in your heart’. Shock, horror! How dare the vicar say he was not interested in my 
money? I felt sad. I also feared that Church membership in this case becomes a weekly slot 
where members (analogous to a social club) attend and thereafter ‘pay’ for services rendered 
every time the collection plate comes round. 

These views have a lopsided outlook of God. They fail to acknowledge that God actually doesn’t 
require what we would like to call our money or treasure. Psalm 24:1 says ‘The earth is the Lord’s 
and everything in it, the world and those who live in it. This must be our point of departure as we 
seek to discover how to live in relation to our treasure. 

And so really it is not about our cheque books, it is about us. Those who have responded to the 
followership of Christ therefore offer their lives as living sacrifices- their talents, times and 
resources in gratitude to who God is and what God has done. God’s family, the church, has 
enough resources to look after themselves, if only they will comprehend the true meaning of 
followership and discipleship. Understanding this disturbing gem of truth exposes the Christian 
paradox of holding out expectant begging hands to cynical non-believers. We only manage to 
entrench their views about the church as a dying institution that couldn’t survive without them. 
We can do better.

Finally, a story that my dad, who was a vicar told. At one service after the offertory was taken, a 
woman quickly made her way to the front, waving her arms. You could have heard a pin drop as 
all eyes followed her. Finally at the front she firmly declared; ‘Vicar, I put in a twenty shilling note 
instead of the five shilling one. Can I please have it back.’ The vicar then held out the tray and 
she replaced one twenty shilling note with a five shilling one. This obviously caused some disquiet.
Why was she allowed to do this? What if this set a dangerous precedent? The vicar explained that
the lady’s heart was more important to God because God loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor 9:7). 

Every blessing!
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Service sheets and accompanying You Tube messages are being produced and 
distributed every week. You can catch up with the weekly messages at St Peter's 
Church, Woodmansterne You Tube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl9hrwcOXgd7g8lg9WVqg7A  

Services in the church building resumed on Palm Sunday. Our service times will therefore be 
9am for Zoom and 11am at church.  If you want to receive more information about any of the 
above or would like to have a chat with someone please do get in touch with us: 
rector@saintpeterschurch.org.uk or ring 01737 423892.   

Church building is now open for prayer every Wednesday and Saturday 9am-5pm. Going 
forward and as lockdown eases, we will require more volunteers to open and close. Please 
speak to Gill or Simon. 

 

Woodmansterne Charities  

A local charity, which can help people who are struggling to pay fuel bills. To qualify, you
must  live  in  the  Parish  of  Woodmansterne.  If  you  would  like  to  be  considered  for
assistance then please contact us: office@saintpeterschurch.org.uk or 07816293554.  

 

St Matthew's Foodbank

Our local Foodbank at St Matthew's is being supported by this year's Bishop of Southwark's lent 
call https://southwarklentcall.com/. You can watch a video showing you around the Foodbank 
here: https://youtu.be/cEgeXiK8lRo 

While we can't send food directly to the foodbank if you'd like to donate directly to the foodbank 
here are the details: You can send a cheque payable to St Matthew’s PCC, marked ‘Foodbank’ on 
the back to: Foodbank at St Matthew’s, c/o The Parish Office, 71 Station Road, Redhill RH1 1DL. 
If you would like to make a bank transfer you can find the details here: 
https://www.redhillfoodbank.org.uk/how-can-i-help 
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Argentina: Please pray for Nick Drayson, recently chosen as primate of the Province of South America in 
addition to his role as bishop of Northern Argentina. Pray for him as he takes on additional responsibilities 
and leads the province into the future.

Ecuador and Peru: Praise God for peaceful elections in both Ecuador and Peru last weekend. Pray for 
Ecuador’s new President Guillermo Lasso and for God’s leading for Peru’s electorate as they choose 
between Pedro Castillo and Keiko Fujimori, two presidential candidates at opposite ends of the political 
spectrum, in a second-round run-off on 6 June.

Bolivia: A new ministry with street kids in Santa Cruz is being led by a couple mentored and discipled 
through mission partner Andrew Peart’s microfinance scheme. Pray for the couple, leading the outreach 
work and for those children and young people to whom they are ministering.

Chile: Ongoing political and extremist interference in indigenous communities in the south of the country 
which is leading to violence. Please pray for peace and for a rejection of violent and extremist ideologies.

Paraguay: Praise God that up until now the indigenous peoples of Paraguay have only been relatively 
lightly affected by COVID-19. Pray that this would continue to be the case while also highlighting worrying 
political interference in indigenous areas.

Brazil: In March there were over 60,000 deaths due to COVID-19. Hospitals are full and restrictions to 
prevent its spread have led to a widespread increase in poverty. Please continue to pray for those who are
unwell, those who have lost loved ones and for those serving in struggling healthcare systems. The 
percentage of people living in extreme poverty is getting bigger because of the loss of jobs at this time. 
Many people are living with hardly any food to eat. Pray for the church to know how to respond at this 
time.

Britain:  The drop-in centre in Plymouth for those seeking work has only been able to operate in             
a distanced capacity over the last year, and it has been difficult to reach out to new individuals who need 
help. Please pray that the work club will find new ways to reach people who need their help to find 
employment, and that plans for a full reopening will be able to go ahead.

South Sudan: Pray for the 700,000 refugees and displaced people who will now be given 50 per cent less
food as the World Food Programme redirects resources towards others in even greater need. Pray for the 
many people who rely on others for their food and are currently facing malnutrition, anaemia and stunted 
growth.

Sudan: In West Darfur, a week of violence between the Masalit community and Arab groups have left 87 
people dead, and nearly 200 more injured. Since the beginning of the year more than 100,000 people 
have been displaced by conflict there, and a national state of emergency has been declared this week. 
Please pray for peace and reconciliation in Sudan. 
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THIS MONTH’S RECIPE – MEAT ROLL

With two bank holidays at the beginning and end of May, the easing of lockdown and the 
unreliability of English weather  -  will it be a heatwave or a storm?  -  this recipe is perfect.  If it 
is cold and wet serve it hot with new potatoes and vegetables, and if warm and sunny take it to 
the park or even in the garden and serve cold with salad.   

Serves 4

Either make or buy flaky or puff pastry

For the filling

100g sausage meat
100g minced beef
1 medium onion finely chopped
1 small garlic clove, crushed
1 tablespoon tomato puree
1 teaspoon mixed dried herbs
1 egg,  beaten

Preheat the oven to 220°C, 425°F, Gas 7

Roll out the pastry into a rectangle.  Reserve a little of the beaten egg for a glaze, then place all 
the ingredients in a bowl and mix well.

Place the filling in the centre of the pastry, brush the edges with water and bring them up to form
a roll, sealing the joints carefully, or alternatively roll out the rectangle of pastry and lightly mark 
it lengthwise into thirds.  Make diagonal cuts in the outside thirds cutting up toward the centre 
strip at about 2 ins intervals.  Place the filling in the centre third and alternately fold over the 
strips from one side to the other, damping the pastry to seal it and folding in neatly at the end.

Place on a greased baking tin, brush with the remaining egg wash.  Use any left over bits of 
pastry to decorate i.e. Leaves down the centre.  Cook for about 30 minutes until the pastry is 
golden brown and the meat is cooked.

Ann Kayser 
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  YOUR GARDEN IN MAY BY A WOODMANSTERNE GARDENER 

The month of May has coined that all too familiar saying about ‘March winds bring forth May 
flowers’ -  we have definitely had March winds this year and April showers - none so far by mid 
April and if you did see one it was probably sleet!

Yes the flowers of May - late daffodils, the late flowering tulips and our spring flowering shrubs, 
although a sharp April frost has meant that some magnolia buds have already been frosted, -  but
best to come are our native bluebells.  A trip to Banstead woods in early May is always a great 
place to see and smell our native bluebells.   If ordering bluebells from a nursery, a catalogue or 
online, specify English native bluebells and not the much more rampant and invasive Spanish 
bluebells.  Our native bluebells if left undisturbed self seed easily.

When spring flowering shrubs have finished flowering i.e. forsythia, prune out all the flowered 
branches now, it may look a little brutal but it does mean that the shrubs have a whole year to 
form new flowering wood.  Give the shrubs a light dressing of fertilizer, and a good heavy 
watering if rain is not forecast.

Blue skies and warm sunshine may fool us into thinking summer has arrived but May can easily 
produce frosty nights so keep an eye on the weather forecast and protect tender plants with 
fleece or newspaper, or move them into a greenhouse, conservatory or indoors to a windowsill.   
Remember to water plants that need it. i.e. newly planted shrubs, trees, perennials and 
containers if the weather stays dry.

If plants are growing fast you can be sure that the weeds and the grass are growing even quicker.
Hoe off any weed seedlings as soon as they appear  -  leave them to dry out on the surface if 
they aren’t already seeding.  One weed in particular which seems to come ‘as standard’ in all new 
container plants is ‘bitter cress’  it can flower and seed when only a few cms high, always remove 
them completely and put them in the garden bin,  never the compost heap.

Daffodils need at least 6-8 weeks after their flowering has finished (seed heads cut off easier)  
before you can remove their leaves.

In anticipation of a glorious summer, plant up containers and hanging baskets,  add a water 
retentive gel or cut up old sponges, and a slow release fertilizer.  Please try to use a peat-free 
compost,  it isn’t always possible to tell from the outside of compost bags if they are peat free but
a good garden centre should be able to tell you.

As for the ever growing grass, try to cut at least once a week and trim the edges, unless you are 
aiming for a wild flower meadow, but even then mow a path through it as it isn’t much fun having
long wet grass wrapped round your ankles.

With all this new growth the slug and snail population will be increasing, reduce their numbers by 
using nematodes, organic slug pellets and even by hand – picking on a damp evening by 
torchlight.

Regularly look over newly emerging foliage on fruit trees and roses for greenfly.  Spray with an 
organic contact insecticide or for the less fussy pinch out a light infestation with thumb and finger.

It is not too late to put clean nest boxes out for tits and robins.  Remember clean bird bath and 
clean water for them also, as well as food,  but no bread, peanuts or anything which could cause 
nestlings to choke.
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Wedding Nerves! by Margaret Chorlton

Felicity, like all brides, wanted her wedding to be the most wonderful day of her life. The church 
was booked, the venue was booked. This morning, Megan the florist was coming to discuss the 
final table arrangements for the reception and run through the bridal party's requirements 
including the most important item of all – the bridal bouquet. Mothers love to be involved with 
their daughter's wedding arrangements, but for the last few months Felicity was beginning to 
wonder who's wedding this was! Of course she loved her mother dearly and patiently tried to 
involve her in the proceedings.

The door bell rang.“Are we alone?” Megan whispered as she tentatively peered through the open 
doorway. Felicity assured her they were, her mother would be out most of the morning. Relieved, 
Megan sat down and opened up her order book.  “Good, we can finalise everything at last.”

The morning was going well but just as the bridesmaids' dresses were being matched up --------
“ Look what I've found Darling, this colour is just right for the girls' tiaras, isn't it just perfect?”
Felicity looked at Megan and sighed. “Mum, the girls are not wearing tiaras, they will be having 
purple flowers to match these purple dresses.”
“Purple is so ageing!” replied her mother. “They would sparkle like little princesses wearing 
these.”

Trying to stay calm Felicity mumbled. “They are in their twenties Mum, not 'little princesses'.”
“Only trying to help. What about my suggestion of red roses for your bouquet, you know, the 
same as I had in mine?”
“Not with the purple theme, I've already decided – but thanks.”
“Only trying to help.”

Felicity remembered the first meeting with Megan, her mother was invited too - she was the 
bride's mother after all. It had been a very stressful meeting:
“We must have enough buttonholes for everyone,” said her mother, looking at the guest list.
“Mum there are going to be at least 150 guests.”
“Don't worry, I'll help Megan, it'll be lovely working together and I've plenty of silver foil.”
Megan intervened quickly. “We don't use silver foil any more.” She looked at Felicity “How many 
would you like Felicity, just a few for the bridal party?”
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Felicity nodded gratefully. “Yes, that's what I'd decided.”

“Hmm! You are going to have a long trailing bouquet with lots of fern just like I had aren't you?”
 Megan leaned nearer to Felicity. “What would you like in your bouquet Felicity?
“I thought something cream and dainty with a splash of the main colour, in a simple hand tied.”
Her mother looked horrified. “Simple? Hand tied? It's your big day Felicity!”
Megan looked directly at Felicity. “Yes! Your big day Felicity, it's your choice.
“Thanks Megan, I definitely want simple, and definitely hand tied.”
“Only trying to help, it's your day.”

The wedding day arrived - a beautiful warm May morning. Perfect.
Felicity was almost ready; her bridesmaids were helping with last minute adjustments to the veil.
Suddenly a loud voice came from downstairs.“ The flower gal's just arrived!”
Mortified, Felicity groaned. The flower gal?  “Mother! Her name is Megan! I want to see her.”
“It's OK I told her to leave them on the step, you're far too busy to talk to her and I have to get 
ready. Only trying to help Dear,” she called back without looking up.
 Felicity rushed down the stairs, trying not to trip. Megan stood on the doorstep holding the huge 
box of flowers. “Don't worry Felicity,” she said “I wasn't going anywhere, I hope you like them.”

As Felicity stepped out of the car with her proud, handsome father, he winked at her.  Waiting by 
the church was Felicity's mother dabbing her eyes. She kissed her daughter gently and sniffed. 
“You look absolutely stunning Darling. So glad you chose those colours. Just what you wanted.”
 “You look stunning too Mum, that gorgeous red rose corsage with the fern behind, sets off your 
purple outfit beautifully,” she said kissing her fondly and meaning it. ”Just what you wanted!”
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WORDSEARCH

The first Sunday in May is Rogation Sunday.  This is when many parishes still ‘beat the bounds’.  
Rogation means an asking of God - for blessing on the seed and land. The practice began with the
Romans, who processed around the cornfields each Spring, singing and dancing, sacrificing 
animals, in order to get rid of evil.  About 465 AD the Western world was suffering from 
earthquake and storm.  Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware of the pagan custom, ordered that 
prayers should be said in the ruined or neglected fields. Thus ‘beating the bounds’ became a 
Christian ceremonial.   It arrived in England early in the eighth century. Each Spring, led by the 
priest, a little party from the parish would set out with a Cross to trace the boundaries of the 
parish. They’d implore God to keep their corn and roots and boughs in good health, and bring 
them to harvest.   In the days when maps were scarce, ‘beating the bounds’ helped remind 
everyone just where the boundaries were.  Do you know yours today?

Sunday   May Rogation Beat       Bounds             
Asking Blessing Seed Land Romans
Processed Cornfields Spring Earthquake Storm
Prayer Cross Boundaries Crops Harvest
maps
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LAUGHTER LINES

A client brought a litter of Golden Retriever puppies to the local veterinary clinic for inoculations
and worming.  As the look-alike pups tumbled over and under one another in their box, the
experienced vet realised it would be difficult to tell which had been treated and which hadn't. So,
the vet turned on the water tap, wet her fingers and gently moistened each dog's head as she
finished giving it the necessary shots.
After the fourth puppy, the vet noticed her hitherto talkative client had grown silent and was
looking rather reverent.  As the animal doctor sprinkled the last pup's head, the owner leaned
forward and whispered, "Thank you so much. I hadn’t realised you baptised them, too.”

As the manager of our hospital's cricket team, I was responsible for sorting out the equipment for
the games. 
One day as I walked through the surgery department carrying a bat that belonged to one of the
surgeons, I passed several patients and their families in a waiting area. I heard one man say to
his wife, "Look, darling, here comes your anaesthetist.”

A teacher posed the following problem to one of her maths classes:  "A wealthy man dies and
leaves ten million pounds. One-fifth is to go to his wife, one-fifth is to go to his son, one-sixth to
his butler, and the rest to charity. Now, what does each get?"
After a very long silence in the classroom, one little boy raised his hand. With complete sincerity,
he ventured, "A solicitor?"

This happened recently and is an important lesson for our friends and family in the older age
group. A friend had his second doze of vaccine at the vaccination centre.  Shortly afterwards he
began to have blurred vision and struggled to get home.
He rang the vaccination centre and asked if he should go straight to the hospital for help. He was
told NOT to go to the hospital, but instead to return at once to the vaccination centre and pick up
his glasses….

10  



It was:

200 years ago, on 5th May 1821 that Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of France (1804 – 1815) died
of stomach cancer. He was in exile on the island of Saint Helena in the South Atlantic, aged 51.

175 years ago, on 30th May 1846 that Peter Carl Fabergé was born. This Russian goldsmith and
jeweller was best known for his fabulously decorated Fabergé eggs.

100 years ago, on 3rd May 1921 that Ireland was divided into Northern Ireland and Southern
Ireland (now known as the Republic of Ireland). 

Also 100 years ago, on 15th May, that the British Legion was founded.

90 years ago, on 1st May 1931 that the Empire State Building in New York City was officially
opened.

80 years ago, on 10th May 1941 that the last major attack on London during the Blitz caused
heavy damage to many important buildings, including the Houses of Parliament, Westminster
Abbey, St James Palace and Lambeth Palace, several railway stations and hospitals, the British
Museum and the Old Bailey.  More than 1,300 people were killed on one night. At one point
during the Blitz, London was bombed for 57 nights in a row.

70 years ago, on 3rd May 1951 that the Festival of Britain and the Royal Festival Hall in London
were opened. The aim of the Festival was to lift the nation’s spirits by celebrating British industry,
arts and science.  

Also 70 years ago, on 9th May 1951 that the Lake District National Park was established. It was
Britain’s second national park.

Also 70 years ago, on 25th May 1951 that the British spies Guy Burgess and Donald Maclean fled
to Moscow. They were members of the infamous Cambridge spy ring, and their whereabouts
remained unknown until 1956.

65 years ago, on 24th May 1956 that the first  Eurovision Song Contest was held in Lugano,
Switzerland. It was won by Switzerland.

30 years ago, on 16th May 1991 that Queen Elizabeth II became the first British monarch to
address the US Congress.

25 years ago, on 30th May 1996 that Prince Andrew, Duke of York, and his wife Sarah, Duchess
of York, were divorced.

20 years ago, on 24th May 2001 15-year-old Sherpa Temba Tsheri becomes the youngest person
to climb to the top of Mount Everest.
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